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Jesus’ Passion Week (His last week) 

Introduction 

Passion week is Jesus’ final week of life in His flesh.
• God’s word, in the gospels, records how Jesus spent this final week.

Two recommendations from our church
We lovingly recommend all of our church members to do these two things together, this 
passion week, from Monday to Friday:
1. Family Worship—at 7pm, each day of this week, at your homes.

• We recommend that your family read each evening the passages that are recorded 
according to each day of the week.

• Parents, please use your discretion, for some of the passages might be too long 
for your children, if so, then, please make the length appropriate for your family.

2. Fast—one meal each day during this week, preferably dinner.
• But if this is not possible, then any meal of the day will be good.
• Remember, the purpose of fasting is not to merely abstain from food, but to solely 

focus our hearts unto our God, for our sustenance is His word, more than our 
physical food (Matt 4:4).

Family worship order
1. Open the worship time with prayer
2. Followed by couple of praises
3. Then read the passages together and share
4. Then spend time in prayer
5. End by singing together one of the praise songs

Hymns
1. Hymns—I am Thine O Lord, I have heard Thy voice (#540 or 219)
2. Hymns—’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus (#542 or 340)
3. Hymns—Come, Thou fount of every blessing (#28)
4. Hymns—When I survey the wondrous cross (#149 or 147)
5. Hymns—On a hill far away (#150 or 135)
6. Hymns—Amazing Grace! how sweet the sound! (#305 or 405)

Praise Songs 
1. I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice, To worship You, O my soul, rejoice, Take joy My 

King, in what You hear, may it be a sweet, sweet sound, In Your ear.
2. Jesus, I love You, I bow down before You, Praises and worship to our King, Ha-lle-lu-

jah, ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu.
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On Monday 

Jesus curses the fig tree, then He clears the Temple
• Matt 21:18-22, 12-13
• Mk 11:12-14, 15-18
• Lk 19:45-48

Recommended Praises
• Hymns—I am Thine O Lord, I have heard Thy voice (#540 or 219)
• Praise Song— I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice, To worship You, O my soul, rejoice, 

Take joy My King, in what You hear, may it be a sweet, sweet sound, In Your ear.

Tuesday— 

The authority of Jesus questioned
• Matt 21:23-27; Mk 11:27-33; Lk 20:1-8

Jesus teaches in the Temple
• Matt 21:28-23:39; Mk 12:1-44; Lk 20:9-21:4

Jesus’ feet anointed
• Matt 26:6-13; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 12:2-11

Recommended Praises
• Hymns—’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus (#542 or 340)
• Praise Song— Jesus, I love You, I bow down before You, Praises and worship to our 

King, Ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu.

Wednesday— 

The plot against Jesus
• Matt 26:14-16
• Mk 14:10-11
• Lk 22:3-6

Recommended Praises
• Hymns—Come, Thou fount of every blessing (#28)
• Praise Song— I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice, To worship You, O my soul, rejoice, 

Take joy My King, in what You hear, may it be a sweet, sweet sound, In Your ear.
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Thursday— 

Jesus’ last supper
• Matt 26:17-29; Mk 14:12-25; Lk 22:7-38; Jn 13:1-38

Jesus comforts His disciples
• Jn 14:1-16:33

Jesus’ high priestly prayer
• Jn 17:1-26

Jesus’ prayer time in Gethsemane
• Matt 26:36-46; Mk 14:32-42; Lk 22:40-46

Recommended Praises
• Hymns—When I survey the wondrous cross (#149 or 147)
• Praise Song— Jesus, I love You, I bow down before You, Praises and worship to our 

King, Ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu-jah, ha-lle-lu.

On Thursday—
After the Family Worship, we want to encourage all the families (and house mates) to 
do two things in light of John 13:1-17:
1. Wash each other’s feet, as we saw Jesus do to His disciples.
2. Spend time in heartfelt prayer for each other.

Friday 

Jesus’ arrest and trials
• Matt 26:47-27:26; Mk 14:43-15:15; Lk 22:47-23:25; Jn 18:2-19:16

Jesus’ crucifixion and death
• Matt 27:27-56; Mk 15:16-41; Lk 23:26-49; Jn 19:17-37

Jesus’ burial
• Matt 27:57-66; Mk 15:42-47; Lk 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42

Recommended Praises
• Hymns—On a hill far away (#150 or 135)
• Hymns—Amazing Grace! how sweet the sound! (#305 or 405)
• Praise Song— I love You, Lord, and I lift my voice, To worship You, O my soul, rejoice, 

Take joy My King, in what You hear, may it be a sweet, sweet sound, In Your ear.
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Family Worship during Passion Week (Mon-Thurs @ 7pm) 

Here is suggested order of the Family Worship 

1. Preparation—10 minutes before the worship, everyone should prepare themselves 
to worship our God, i.e., go to the restroom and wash one’s face, get the Bible, etc.
• The key in preparation is alertness and focus to our God.

• So, if possible, break away from all the distractions early enough, so God will 
be at the center and forefront of our thoughts and hearts.

2. At 7pm—meet at the designated place for Family Worship, with our Bibles and other 
things we will need for the worship.

3. Begin the worship in prayer—invite a family member to pray (if possible, please take 
turns for every member to pray).

4. Follow by singing couple of praises together— a parent should prepare these 
praises before the worship.
• Have the print out of the praises ready, or prepare a Youtube with the praises 

picked out, to sing along together (if no one in the family is able to lead in praises).

5. The Father should assign the Bible passages or verses for the day—to be read by 
the family members.
• Each family member—should be given an opportunity to share one’s 

understanding and thought on the passage read.
• Unless the sharing seems completely contradictory from sound Biblical 

understanding, after each sharing, the person should be encouraged and 
thanked for sharing.

• If the family member has a question—and the family is not able to answer it, 
then it should be written out and sent to one of the pastor, asking for 
assistance.

• One parent should share last—sharing one’s study and reflection.

6. Prayer Time—we want to encourage at least three prayer times.
1. First—each person should be able to share one’s prayer requests, and the family 

should pray for each other.
2. Second—pray for our nation, for our world, and for our leaders.
3. Third—pray for our church, for our members who are going through difficulties 

and for our leaders.

7. Final Prayer—the father should ask one person to close the Family Worship in 
prayer.
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Jesus’ Final Night 

On Thursday evening 

On Thursday evening, Jesus met with His disciples to have their last meal together.
• Imagine what it must have been like for Jesus, eating His last meal, before He would 

offer His life for the sins of His people.
• Would He have tasted the food—would He have cared what the food tasted like?

• We would think He had a lot on His mind.

• In fact, it was a meal that He would not finish.
• There were two things He wanted to get done, before He finished the meal.

I. Jn 13:2, 4, 5—“The evening meal was in progress… so He got up from the meal, took 
off His outer clothing’s and wrapped a towel around His waist. After that, He poured 
water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that 
was wrapped around Him.”
• How unusual, how shocking—no, it was not the disciples who washed the feet of their 

Master, but it was the Master, who took off His robe like a lowly servant.
• He wrapped a towel around His waist.
• He did what no master would ever do; he washed the feet of His disciples.

• No wonder it is said—He came, not to be served, but to serve (Mk 10:45).

• Amazingly, Jesus made sure He also washed the feet of the disciple, who would sell 
Him for the lowly price of a slave.

• No, He wasn’t sold for a million dollars, not sold for all the diamonds and riches of 
the world, but He was sold for 30 pieces of silver—how shockingly fitting for the 
Son of Man who came to serve (Matt 26:15).

• How do you love a person who sold you like a piece of trash?—and yet, Jesus 
loved Judas.

• How much Jesus loves sinners.

II. Mk 14:22—“While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when He had given 
thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, saying, ‘Take it; this is My body.’ Then 
He took a cup and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them and they all drank 
from it. ‘This is My blood of the covenant which is poured out for many,’ He said to 
them.”
• He tore the bread into pieces, for them to see the brokenness of His body for them.

• He poured wine into the cup to drink, because He would pour His blood for them.

• After completing these two events, Jesus led His disciples to the Mount of Olives, 
otherwise also known, as the Garden of Gethsemane.
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• I doubt, they ever returned to finish their dinner, for food would not have been at 
the forefront of Jesus’ desire.

We know, in Gethsemane, He prayed like no one has ever done before—His sweat 
dripping like blood.
• While His disciples drifted into sleep, Jesus kept kneeling and praying again and 

again, “Father, take this cup away from Me. But not My will, but Yours be done.”
• He prayed to the Father, asking, not for His will to be done, but to have the 

strength to do the Father’s will in His life.

Only after this agonizing, but also extremely intimate time of prayer, is the betrayer and 
the soldiers permitted to enter into this Garden of prayer.
• With Judas guiding the soldiers, they finally arrived at Gethsemane.

• But did you notice?
1. They came under the cover of the darkness—to arrest the Light of the world.
2. They came armed with weapons—to arrest the Prince of Peace.
3. Sinners came—to arrest the Sinless One.

• How horribly inverted this night had turned.
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The Sham Trials 

The sham trials Jesus had to endured 

All night long, Jesus was thrusted into an illegitimate court, as the Jewish law did not 
permit a court after sundown (for a capital offense), yet they did it anyway.
1. Mk 14:53—The Jewish leaders council, named the Sanhedrin, led by the chief 

priests, unanimously arrived at their judgment, condemning Jesus worthy of death.
2. Mk 14:65—So, they began to spit at Him, blindfolded Him, struck Him with their 

fists,… And the guards gladly joined in the fun, as they beat Him.
3. Mk 15:1—Very early in the morning—which means, the Jewish sham court went all 

night long, until Friday morning.
• Lusting to kill Jesus, He was taken from the Jewish leaders to Pilate, the Roman 

Governor of Judea.
4. Lk 23:7—From Pilate, He was sent to Herod, who happened to be visiting 

Jerusalem at the time.
• Interestingly, prior to this, they were enemies, but this event creates a friendship in 

them—how do you like that, enemies becoming friends because of Jesus?
5. Lk 23:11—Like a Tennis ball hit back and forth, Herod, then sent Jesus back to 

Pilate.
6. Lk 23:13—Then, Pilate called again the Jewish chief priests and leaders to continue 

the baseless trial on Jesus.

• Did you see, from Thursday night to Friday morning, Jesus was taken from the 
Garden of Gethsemane—to the Jewish council—to Pilate—to Herod—back to Pilate 
and the Jewish leaders?

• After all of these back and forth, after the four trials—these courts could not find 
any evidence of Jesus’ guilt of any crime (Jn 18:38, 19:6).

Now, it was customary during Passover, for the Romans to release one prisoner (Matt 
27:15; Jn 18:39).
• It would have been a convenient way to set Jesus free from the hysterical, mob-like 

conditions that Pilate found himself dealing with.
• But when he tries to do it, the crowd, prompted and incited by the Jewish leaders, 

asks instead for Barabbas, an imprisoned political murderer.

• “But what about Jesus?” asks Pilate.
• The crowd, now in a frenzy, shouts, “Crucify Him.”

• Pilate asks, “On what grounds?”
• But there was no answer to that, only the hysterical, “Crucify Him.”

Pilate caved in to the pressure of the Passover crowd.
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1. How amazingly fitting that on the Passover, a lamb would be killed for the people, 
and on this Passover, the Lamb of God would be killed for the people screaming for 
His death.

2. In fact, for Barabbas, Jesus would become His substitute; the Sinless One would die 
for the guilty murderer; the Son of God would die in the place of the son of the father, 
which the name Barabbas meant.
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The Mock Worship  

The mock worship offered by the Roman soldiers 

Mk 15:16-20—“The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) 
and called together the whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe on Him, then 
twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on Him. And they began to call out to Him, 
‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ Again and again they struck Him on the head with a staff and 
spit on Him. Falling on their knees, they paid homage to Him. And when they had 
mocked Him, they took off the purple robe and put His own clothes on Him. Then they 
led Him out to crucify Him.”

Jesus is now in the hands of the Roman soldiers who will crucify Him.
• The soldiers, probably bored through inactivity, now found the opportunity to have 

some fun, at Jesus’ expense.
• They had heard Pilate’s question, “Are you the King of the Jews?”

They pick up on it and put on a skit—
1. They called together the whole company of soldiers.
2. They throw a royal purple robe across Jesus’ shoulders.
3. Place a thorn-plaited crown on His head.
4. Proclaimed His kingship.
5. They bang on His head with sticks, when the crown of thorns was already cutting in 

to His head.
6. Some of them, even spit on Him.
7. And kneel before Him in mock homage.

• This must all have been great fun to the bored soldiers.
• Why not have some fun at His expense, the soldiers must have thought.

• After all, He is a dead man; what could He possibly do to them, anyway.
• It wasn’t as if a dead man could come back from death and retaliate, right?

Did you notice what was happening at Jesus’ expense?
1. Former enemies, Pilate and Herod, became friends.
2. A murderer, Barabbas, was set free, in order to kill the Sinless One.
3. Soldiers were having fun at the expense of Jesus’ agony and pain.

• And all of these took place, before the sun had barely risen on Friday morning.
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Jesus on the Cross  

Events preceding Jesus’ crucifixion 

1. Jesus’ last supper
• Lk 22:14-15—“When the hour came, Jesus and His apostles reclined at the table. 

And He said to them, ‘I hav eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer.”

2. Jesus went to Gethsemane
• Matt 26:36—“Then Jesus went with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane, 

and He said to them, ‘Sit her while I go over there and pray.’”

3. Jesus’ arrest
• Jn 18:12—“Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish 

officials arrested Jesus. They bound Him.”

4. Jesus taken to the house of Caiaphas
• Lk 22:54—“Then seizing Him, they led Him away and took Him into the house of 

the high priest.”

5. Jesus before Pilate
• Mk 15:1—“Very early in the morning, the chief priests, with the elders, the teachers 

of the law and the whole Sanhedrin, made their plans. So they bound Jesus, led 
Him away and handed Him over to Pilate.”

6. Jesus sent to Herod
• Lk 23:7—“When he learned that Jesus was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him 

to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.”

7. Jesus returned to Pilate
• Lk 23:11—“Then Herod and his soldiers ridiculed and mocked Him. Dressing Him 

in an elegant robe, they sent Him back to Pilate.”

8. Jesus was sentenced
• Lk 23:23-24—“But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that He be 

crucified, and their shouts prevailed. So Pilate decided to grant their demand.”

9. Jesus was led to Calvary
• Lk 23:26—“As the soldiers led Him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who 

was on his way in from the country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it 
behind Jesus.”
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10.Jesus was crucified
• Lk 23:33—“When they came tot he place called the Skull, they crucified Him there; 

along with the criminals—one on His right, the other on His left.”

The Crucifixion 

1. Jesus’ clothes divided up by the soldiers.
• Mk 15:24—“And they crucified Him. Dividing up His clothes, they cast lots to see 

what each would get.”

2. Jesus first prayer on the cross.
• Lk 23:34—“Jesus said, ‘Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are 

doing.’ And they divided up His clothes by casting lots.”

3. Jesus crucified at the third hour.
• Mk 15:25—“It was nine in the morning (the third hour) when the crucified HIm.”

4. Jesus insulted by the people nearby.
• Matt 27:39-40—“Those who passed by hurled insults at Him, shaking their heads, 

and saying, ‘You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, 
save yourself! Come down from the cross, if you are the Son of God!’”

5. Jesus mocked by the chief priests.
• Mk 15:31—“In the same way the chief priests and the teachers of the law mocked 

Him among themselves. ‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘but He can’t save Himself!’”

6. Jesus mocked by the soldiers.
• Lk 23:36-37—“The soldiers also came up and mocked Him. They offered Him 

wine vinegar and said, ‘If You are the king of the Jews, save Yourself.’”

7. Jesus insulted by one of the criminals, who was hung alongside Him.
• Lk 23:39—“One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Him: ‘Aren’t You 

the Messiah? Save Yourself and us!’”

8. But the other criminal rebuked him.
• Lk 23:40-42—“But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don’t you fear God,’ he said, 

‘since you are under the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’ Then he 
said, ‘Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.’”

9. Jesus’ answer to him.
• Lk 23:43—“Jesus answered him, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with Me in 

paradise.’”

10.Jesus’ words to His mother.
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• Jn 19:26-27—“When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved 
standing nearby, He said to her, ‘Woman, here is your son,’ and to the disciple, 
‘Here is your mother.’ From that time on, this disciple took her into his home."

11. At the sixth hour, darkness came over the land.
• Mk 15:33—“At noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the 

afternoon.”

12.Jesus’ anguish prayer.
• Matt 27:46—“About three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, 

lema sabachthani?’ (which means, ‘My God, My God, why have You forsaken 
Me?’).”

13.Jesus became thirsty.
• Jn 19:28—“Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that 

Scripture would be fulfi lled, Jesus said, ‘I am thirsty.’"

14.Jesus perfectly finished His work of redemption.
• Jn 19:30—“When He had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ With that, 

He bowed HIs head and gave up HIs spirit.”

15.Jesus final cry.
• Lk 23:46—“Jesus called out with a loud voice, ‘Father, into Your hands I commit 

My spirit.’”

16.Jesus died on the ninth hour (3pm).
• Lk 23:44-46—“It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land 

until three in the afternoon, for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two. Jesus called out with aloud voice, ‘Father, into Your hands I 
commit My spirit.’ When He had said this, He breathed His last.”

Events Immediately Following Jesus’ death 

1. The centurion’s confession
• Matt 27:54—“When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus 

saw the earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, 
‘Surely He was the Son of God!’”

2. The multitude’s confession
• Lk 23:48—“When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what 

took place, they beat their breasts and went away."

3. The thieves’ legs are broken
• Jn 19:31-33—“Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a 

special Sabbath. Because the Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the 

JesusPassion.pages



Page   of  15 26

crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the 
bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first 
man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. But when 
they came to Jesus and found that He was already dead, they did not break His 
legs.”

4. The soldiers pierces Jesus’ side
• Jn 19:34—“Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a 

sudden flow of blood and water.”

5. Jesus’ burial
• Jn 19:38-42—“Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now 

Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish 
leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and took the body away. He was 
accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. 
Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 
Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. 
This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was 
crucified, there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had 
ever been laid. Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb 
was nearby, they laid Jesus there.”

Have you met this Jesus who died and rose from death? 

Why did Jesus have to die such merciless and agonizing death?
• It was because He volunteered to become the Substitute for His people, for our sins.

• In other words, when Jesus was on the cross, He was full of sin, all of the sins of 
His people was on Him.

• So, it could be said that Jesus was completely guilty of sin.
• The irony is, though He never sinned, He died a sinner’s death.

Have you met this Jesus on the cross, who was crucified for your sins and rose from 
death?
• Jesus said the level of our love for Him actually hinges on the level of our 

understanding how great our sins are and how great God’s forgiveness over our sins 
are.

• Lk 7:47—“Therefore, I tell you, her (your) many sins have been forgiven—as her 
great love has shown. But whoever has been forgiven little loves little.”

• It is my prayer that each one of us would see how great our sins are, how great God’s 
forgiveness of our sins are, causing us to love our God more than anyone or anything 
in life.
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Jesus’ Seven Last Sayings on the Cross   

Jesus’ seven last saying on the cross 

1. Lk 23:34—“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”
• Ps 103:13-14—“For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His 

love for those who fear Him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has He 
removed our transgressions from us.”

• Is 40:2—“Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard service 
has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the 
Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”

• Eph 4:32—“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just 
as in Christ God forgave you.”

• How great is God’s forgiveness over our sins; at what great cost, did God 
forgive our sins.

2. Lk 23:43—“I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in paradise.”
• Lk 19:10—“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
• Rom 5:8—“But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.”
• God’s salvation is free, unconditional and so undeserving by us.

3. Jn 19:26-27—“Dear woman, here is your son…Here is your mother.”
• Mk 3:35—“Whoever does God’s will is My brother and sister and mother.”

• God’s family does God’s will.

4. Mk 15:34—“Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?, which means, My God, my God, why 
have You forsaken Me.”
• He was forsaken, so we would not be.

5. Jn 19:28—“I am thirsty.”
• How can the overflowing Living Fountain be thirsty?—and yet, for our sake, He 

humbly endured needs, as if He were a needy creature.

6. Jn 19:30—“It is finished.”
• There is nothing lacking in our salvation any more, because He finished it 

completely and perfectly.

7. Lk 23:46—“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.”
• Jesus knew He came from the Father, and now, He was glad to return to the 

Father.

JesusPassion.pages



Page   of  17 26

Jesus’ Resurrection 

What if 

What happens to our faith if Jesus did not resurrect?
• 1Cor 15:16-17—“For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”
• Rom 4:25—“He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 

justification.”

The resurrection from the Old Testament’s prophecies 

Is Jesus’ resurrection only a New Testament event?
• Ps 16:10—“Because You will not abandon Me to the realm of the dead, nor will You let 

Your faithful One see decay.”
• Ps 49:15—“But God will redeem Me from the realm of the dead; He will surely take 

Me to Himself."
• 1Cor 15:3-4—“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance that Christ 

died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures."

Jesus’ resurrection appearances 

1. The empty tomb—Matt 28:1-8; Mk 16:1-8; Lk 24:1-12; Jn 20:1-10
2. To Mary Magdalene in the garden—Mk 16:9-11; Jn 20:11-18
3. To other women—Matt 28:9-10
4. To two people (Cleopas) going to Emmaus—Mk 16:12-13; Lk 24:13-32
5. To Peter—Lk 24:34; 1Cor 15:5
6. To the ten disciples in the Upper Room—Lk 24:36-43; Jn 20:19-25
7. To the eleven disciples in the Upper Room—Mk 16:14; Jn 20:26-31; 1Cor 15:5
8. To seven disciples fishing—Jn 21:1-23
9. To the eleven disciples on a mountain—Matt 28:16-20; Mk 16:15-18
10.To more than 500 people—1Cor 15:6
11. To James—1Cor 15:7
12.To His disciples at His ascension—Lk 24:36-51; Ac 1:3-9
13.To Paul—Ac 9:1-19, 22:3-16, 26:9-18; 1Cor 9:1, 15:8

Jesus’ resurrection—what does it mean? 

1. Jesus truly rose from the dead.
• Jn 19:30, 20:9, 14—“When He had received the drink, Jesus said, ‘It is finished.’ 

With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit…. They still did not 
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understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead…. At this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was 
Jesus.”

• Lk 24:5, 15—“In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, ‘Why do you look for the living among the dead?… As 
they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus Himself came up 
and walked along with them.”

• Matt 28:5, 6, 9—“The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that 
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; He has risen, just as 
He said. Come and see the place where He lay…. Suddenly Jesus met them. 
‘Greetings,’ He said. They came to Him, clasped His feet and worshiped Him.”

• Mk 16:9—“When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first 
to Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had driven seven demons.”

2. What does it mean that Jesus rose from the dead?
1. He conquered corruption, evil and sin—that have the power to put people to 

death.
• Rom 6:23—“For the wages of sin is death.”
• Eph 2:1, 3—“As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,… we 

were by nature deserving of wrath."
2. He conquered the power of the grave, the sting of death.

• 1Cor 15:55—“O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?”
3. The perishable becomes imperishable; the mortal becomes immortal; the earthly 

becomes heavenly.
• 1Cor 15:42-44—“So also is the resurrection of the dead. The body is sown in 

corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. 
It is sown in weakness, it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body, it is 
raised a spiritual body.”

3. As Jesus is the first-fruit of the resurrection, so we are now the “second-fruit.”
• 1Cor 15:22-23—“For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. But each in 

turn: Christ, the first-fruits; then, when He comes, those who belong to Him.”
1. When we die with Jesus in faith, we also rise with Him to His everlasting life.

• Rom 6:4—“We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life.”

2. Just as death could not hold its grip on Jesus, those who are found in Him, will 
no longer be held and bound by sin and death.
• Rom 6:5-6—“For if we have been united with Him in a death like His, we will 

certainly also be united with Him in a resurrection like His. For we know that our 
old self was crucified with Him so that the body ruled by sin might be done 
away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin.”

• 1Cor 15:56-57—“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 
thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

3. The limitation of life, the temptation of sin, the ugliness of evil, are all broken, all 
conquered by the resurrection of Jesus.
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• Rom 4:25—“He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life 
for our justification.”

In summary—death could not keep the Author of life in its grasp.
1. Death is final for us—there is no coming back from it.
2. That is why, death is so feared, intimidating, and threatening.
3. But, when Jesus entered the grave, it could not keep its hand on the author of life.

• John Owen—The death of death in the death of Jesus.

Our response 

Because Jesus conquered death and became the first-fruit of the resurrection, we know 
we will be the “second-fruit” of the resurrection; thus, what kind of life will reflect a 
resurrection from the fruit of sin, death?
1. Eph 5:1-2—“Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children and walk in 

the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God.”

2. Matt 28:19-20—“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”
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Jesus’ Death Brought Miracles       

Introduction 

Death brings closures, endings.
• But, Jesus’ death brought numerous openings.

• Matt 27:50-53—“And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He gave up 
His spirit. At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to 
bottom. The earth shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. The bodies of 
many holy people who had died were raised to life. They came out of the tombs 
after Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.”

Four miracles (openings) after the Lord’s death 

1. The veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom (27:51).
1. The veil in the Holy of Holies barred all sinners from entrance.

• The veil was the great divider that separated sinners from holiness.
• The veil was the voice that spoke to sinners to stay out of God’s holiness, lest 

you die.
• The veil had drawn to keep out corruption, impurity and sin.

2. Christ by death tore this veil.
• There was no way into the holy of holies until Jesus, dying torn the veil; the way 

into the most holy of all was not opened until He died.
• If you desire to approach God, the death of Christ is the way to Him.

• The cross is the clearing of all obstacles.

• With the death of our High Priest, though we are all guilty of sin and the threat 
of death looming largely before us, we can once again find safety because our 
High Priest sacrificed Himself for us.

• 1Cor 15:3—“Christ died for our sins.”
• Heb 4:16—“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we 

may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.”

2. The earth quaked (27:51).
1. The immovable was stirred by the death of Christ.

• The solid things of this world may appear to us to be unshakable and 
unmovable, but nothing of this world will remain forever.

• The greatest love of this world will move and prove to be disloyal.
• The greatest job of this world will lose its luster and become either boring or 

burdensome.
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• The best friends and family of this world will either disappoint us or leave us, 
eventually.

2. With the opening of the mouth of the earth, Korah and his friends were 
swallowed up in their sins (Numb 16).
• Everybody that is found in sin should expect no different outcome than Korah 

and his company (Eph 2:3).
• Any foundation that rest on this world is a shaky foundation that will be 

shaken and moved, swallowed up to the bottom of the pit.

3. There is only one foundation that is so solid that no matter how great the storm of 
life might pound on us, it cannot engulf us.
• Only when we enter into Christ’s chambers and lock the door behind us, hiding 

behind Him until the indignation passes away, can we find a ground so solid 
that it will not move (Is 26:20).

• Only the ground that is covered with the blood of Christ from Calvary, can 
the ground find a stability that cannot be shaken nor moved.

• Rom 1:16—“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the 
power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first 
and also for the Greek.”

3. The rocks were split (27:51).
1. Men’s hearts did not respond to the agonizing cries of the dying Redeemer, but 

the rocks responded: the rocks were torn.
• He did not die for rocks; yet rocks were more tender than the hearts of men, for 

whom He shed His blood.
• Rocks could be torn, but yet some people’s hearts are not torn by the sight 

of the cross.

2. However, the point is this, that obstinacy and unbelief will be conquered by the 
death of Christ.
• The most hardened hearts can be affected by the great love of God, so 

strangely seen in the death of the Lord Jesus Christ.

3. The cross is what splits rocks, as hard as our hearts.
• God has given us a heart of flesh, a tender and soft heart.

• But these tender hearts have become hearts harder than a stone.
• The stone that represents hardness, stubbornness instead will break.

4. Out of these hardened stones, God can make a son of Abraham (Matt 3:9).
• These very stones that are not given mouth to speak will indeed proclaim the 

praises of God, Hosanna, if those who were given mouth to speak should 
remain silent (Lk 19:40).

4. The graves were opened (27:52).
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1. Death was the result of sin, and when the price for sin was completely paid in the 
Cross of Christ, death was completely torn.
• The rising from the dead as the first fruit for Christ Jesus our Lord, made sure 

that the coffin for our souls can never be shut again.
• It is an empty tomb, not only for the body of Christ, but also for the body of 

all of His people.
2. In the death of Christ, the graves found their graves.

• Death was given its death certificate in the death of Christ.
• Because Christ is the resurrection and life, death can no longer find a grip 

on those who the Author of life has claimed.

The results of miracles 

Notice three results from these miracles.
1. After the graves had been broken up, and the graves had been opened, what 

followed next?
• Life was imparted, “Many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were 

raised” (27:52).
• This is the wondrous work of the cross: it is by the death of our Lord that 

regeneration comes to men.
1. There were no new births, if it were not for that one death.
2. If Jesus had not died, we had remained dead.
3. If He had not bowed His head, none of us could have lifted up our heads.
4. If He had not there on the cross passed from among the living, we must have 

remained among the dead for ever and ever.

2. Which way did these people go after they had come out of their graves?
• “They went into the holy city” (27:53).

• A person raised by the death of Christ will long to join himself with God’s people; 
he will wish to go up to God’s house, and to have fellowship with the triune and 
holy God (Lk 24:33).

• The cross of Christ draws us to the church of God.
• We give ourselves first to Christ and then to His people for His dear sake.

3. We are told—to close this marvelous story—that they went into the Holy City “and 
appeared to many” (27:53).

• This teaches that, if the Lord’s grace should raise us from the dead, we must take care 
to show it.

• Let us appear to many people.
• Let us not hide it, but let us go to our former friends and let them see how Christ 

has transformed us (Mk 5:20).
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Jesus’ Ascension to God’s Right Hand  

Jesus ascended to God’s right hand 

1. How did Jesus ascend?
• Lk 24:50-51—“And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands 

and blessed them. Now it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was 
parted from them and carried up into heaven.”

• Ac 1:9—“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.”

• Eph 4:8—“Therefore He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity 
captive, and gave gifts to men.’”

2. Where did Jesus ascend to?
• Mk 16:19—“After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, He was taken up into 

heaven and He sat at the right hand of God.”
• Rom 8:34—“Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died

—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us.”

• Eph 1:20—“He exerted when He raised Christ from the dead and seated Him at 
His right hand in the heavenly realms.”

• Col 3:1—“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”

3. What is Jesus doing in His ascension?
• Jn 14:2—“In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have 

told you. I go to prepare a place for you.”
• Heb 7:25—“Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to 

God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.”
• Rom 8:34—“Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died

—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us.”

4. What does Jesus expect His people to do, as He ascended?
• Lk 24:52-53—“Then they worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 

And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.”
• Lk 24:49—“I am going to send you what My Father has promised; but stay in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”
• Ac 1:8—“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; 

and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the end of the earth.”
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• Matt 28:18-20—“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age. Amen.”

Our meditation 

1. Jesus is working even in His ascension—as He is preparing our place and 
interceding for us.

2. We must learn to work for His glory, as we obey His call to worship Him and go to 
the nations, until we are called to enter our eternal home.

JesusPassion.pages



Page   of  25 26

Jesus Will Return for Us  

Jesus will return 

1. He will return for us.
• Jn 14:2-3—“My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have 

told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with Me that you also may be 
where I am."

2. How will He return?
• Lk 24:51—“While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into 

heaven.”
• Ac 1:11—“Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the sky? 

This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the 
same way you have seen Him go into heaven.’"

3. Why will He return for us?
• Jn 14:3—“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to 

be with Me that you also may be where I am."

4. What is the order of His return?
• 1Thes 4:16-17—“For the Lord Himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 

command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we 
will be with the Lord forever.”

1. He will come first, with a loud call, with the trumpet call of God.
2. The dead in Christ will rise first.
3. Then, those who are alive will be caught up in the air, to meet the Lord in the 

clouds.
4. So we will be with the Lord forever.

5. What kind of place will Jesus take us upon His return?
1. There will be no more tear, no more pain, no more death (Rev 21:1-4).
2. His kingdom is filled with life, healing and light (Rev 22:1-5)
3. When we enter into His kingdom, we will transform into His glorious state.

• Phil 3:20-21—“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior 
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the power enables Him to bring 
everything under His control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be 
like His glorious body.”
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Our meditation 

1. Drink deeply of the kingdom that is ours for eternity, awaiting our entrance through 
the door of death.

2. Like Luther, let’s learn to live “Today” in light of “That Day.”
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